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Fort Bend ISD District Goals
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13 “Disability” Categories in Special 
Education 

Auditory Impairment

Deaf-Blindness

Orthopedic Impairment

Traumatic Brain Injury

Multiple Disabilities
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Auditory Impairment (AI)

Autism (AU)

Deaf-Blindness (DB)
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Emotional Disturbance (ED)

Learning Disability (LD)
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Intellectual Disability (ID)

.

Multiple Impairments (MI)
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Orthopedic Impairment (OI)

Other Health Impairment (OHI)

Speech Impairment (SI)
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Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)

Visual Impairment (VI)

Non-categorical Early Childhood (NCEC)



Disability Acronym Educational Setting

Specific Learning Disability SLD / LD
Typically General 

Education
Autism AU

Other Health Impaired OHI

Speech Impairment SI

Emotional Disturbance ED
Many Students in these 
Categories are serviced 
in Specialized Programs

but may spend a part 
of their instructional 

day in a General 
Education setting, 
often with support

Intellectual Disability ID

Auditory Impairment AI

Non Categorical Early Childhood NCEC

Visual Impairment VI

Orthopedic Impairment OI

Traumatic Brain Injury TBI

Deaf-Blind DB

Multiple Disabilities MD

13 “Disability” Categories in Special Education 



Specific Learning Disability

Excludes…

• Visual, Hearing, or Motor 
disabilities

• Intellectual disabilities

• Emotional disturbance

• Environmental, cultural or 
economic disadvantage

12

“Specific learning disability 
means a disorder in one or 
more of the basic 
psychological processes 
involved in understanding or 
in using language, spoken or 
written, that may manifest 
itself in the imperfect ability 
to listen, think, speak, read, 
write, spell or do 
mathematical calculations.”



Specific Learning Disability
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Specific Learning Disability Cont’
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Autism Spectrum Disorder

• Verbal communication

• Non-verbal 
communication

• Social interaction

CHARACTERISTICS

• Engagement in repetitive 
activities and stereotypical 
movements

• Resistance to environmental 
or routine changes

• Unusual response to sensory 
experiences
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AFFECTS
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Emotional Disturbance

AFFECTS

….are demonstrated over 
a long period of time, to a 
marked degree, and 
adversely affect 
educational performance

SYMPTOMS

….are demonstrated over 
a long period of time, to a 
marked degree, and 
adversely affect 
educational performance
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Emotional Disturbance Con’t



Other Health Impairment
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•Chronic, acute health problem that results in
•Limited strength, vitality or alertness
•Adversely affects educational performance resulting in a 
need for special education services

Examples:  Asthma, diabetes, heart conditions, ADD/ADHD
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Intellectual Disability

“Significantly sub-average 
general intellectual 
functioning, existing 
concurrently with deficits 
in adaptive behavior and 
manifested during the 
developmental period, 
that adversely affects a 
child’s educational 
performance.”
• [34 CFR S300.8(c) (6)]

ROSA’s LAW

Signed by President Obama in 
October 2010, Rosa’s Law changed 
the term “mental retardation” to 
“intellectual disability.” However, 
the definition remained the same
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ATS (Adult Transition Services)
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Voices from Students-I Can Succeed.....
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